PROFESSORSHIP
river on fire, but I meet with courtesy and kindliness everywhere. I have no worries, my domestic cares are almost nil. My life is hardly changed from what it was ; I took with me all my brain-furniture, so that I find myself quite at home. And then I have my piano and my books. When I am at my table or by my fire, following out my ideas or writing down my experiences, I am in Paradise ; and, if my head aches, how tender and expressive is Mendelssohn's music, or Mozart's ! When I think of so many other poor fellows I feel inclined to become a socialist against myself and to curse myself as privileged.
I have just received 100 fr. and 90 c. for my travelling expenses : I am a Croesus. We shall meet, but at Vouziers; I shall perhaps have ten days, and what would mother do here whilst I was at the College or preparing my classes ? I would a hundred times rather see the dear old house and spend a happy week in our own home. Come, coraggio, mia cara, and let us look forward ! One day, when I am a Minister, it will be an agreeable contrast to think of Nevers College.
I am becoming accustomed to my fellow boarders and to the people with whom I exchange calls; but, frankly, I am better alone. Is it sheer vanity ? In that case it would also be flattering to you three, for you have made me difficult to please. Yes, my dear, one day you will know how rare it is to meet with unaffected cleverness, sentiment and culture, and you will then appreciate yourselves.
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